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Abstract: Sister Nivedita’s philosophical vision of women’s empowerment emerges from a unique integration of Indian 

cultural ideals, spiritual humanism, and social reform, shaped deeply by the Vedantic teachings of Swami Vivekananda 

(Basu, 2016). Her writings consistently emphasized the inherent dignity, strength, and intellectual capacity of Indian women, 

challenging both colonial misrepresentations and restrictive cultural norms (Chakrabarti, 2015). This study examines her 

perspectives on women’s roles through the interrelated dimensions of culture, education, and spirituality, highlighting how 

she critiqued the gender discrimination embedded in early twentieth-century Indian society (Bhattacharya, 2018). Using a 

qualitative, analytical, and interpretive textual method, the research analyzes Nivedita’s major works, speeches, and reform 

activities to understand her philosophical contributions to redefining Indian womanhood. The results of the study indicate 

that Nivedita perceived women’s empowerment as indispensable for national regeneration and advocated multidimensional 

strategies, including cultural revitalization, value-based education, and the strengthening of women’s self-reliance 

(Nussbaum, 2000; Narayan, 1997). The findings further reveal that her approach harmonized Indian cultural identity with 

progressive gender principles, presenting a balanced alternative to Western feminist models (Butler, 2004; Rountree, 2015). 

The study concludes that Nivedita’s insights remain profoundly relevant in addressing contemporary forms of gender 

inequality in India, offering a robust philosophical framework for present-day debates on women’s rights, cultural identity, 

and social justice (Sharma & Banerjee, 2017; Ghosh, 2021). 

Keywords: Sister Nivedita; Women Empowerment; Indian Culture; Gender Discrimination; Feminist Philosophy; Social 

Reform; Vivekananda; Women’s Education; Cultural Identity; Gender Equality. 
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Introduction 

Sister Nivedita, one of the most influential disciples of Swami Vivekananda, played a pioneering role in advocating 

women’s empowerment in colonial India. Her writings, public lectures, and community work reflected a deep commitment to 

reconstructing Indian womanhood based on spiritual dignity, intellectual freedom, and social participation. According to Basu 

(2018), Nivedita’s philosophy emerged from her profound engagement with Indian cultural traditions and her belief that women 

formed the foundation of national regeneration. She emphasized that true empowerment required a harmonious synthesis of 

education, cultural identity, and moral strength (Mukherjee, 2020). In her view, women’s upliftment was not merely a social 

reform movement but a philosophical awakening rooted in the ideals of self-realisation and collective progress (Chakraborty, 

2019). 

In contemporary India, issues of gender inequality continue to influence educational access, social mobility, and cultural 

representation. Revisiting Nivedita’s ideas offers valuable insights into understanding the philosophical roots of women’s 

empowerment within Indian culture. Her perspectives remain relevant for addressing ongoing challenges such as gender 

discrimination, societal biases, and unequal opportunities (Sen, 2021). Thus, a philosophical study of Sister Nivedita’s vision 

becomes essential for enriching present-day gender discourse. 

Rationale of the Study 

The rationale for examining Sister Nivedita’s vision of women’s empowerment lies in the enduring relevance of her ideas 

in the context of Indian culture and contemporary gender debates. Although numerous studies highlight the contributions of 

Indian reformers, Nivedita’s unique standpoint—combining spirituality, cultural heritage, and social activism—remains 

underexplored (Roy, 2017). Her reflections on the transformative power of women’s education, national consciousness, and 

moral leadership deserve renewed scholarly attention, particularly as India grapples with persistent gender disparities in both 

public and private spheres (Chatterjee, 2022). 

Furthermore, modern gender studies tend to focus predominantly on Western feminist frameworks. Analyzing Nivedita’s 

philosophy provides an indigenous perspective grounded in Indian ethos, which enriches cross-cultural understandings of 

empowerment (Sarkar, 2021). By studying her views, researchers can bridge historical insights with contemporary social 

realities, offering a culturally rooted interpretation of gender equality. 

Significance of the Study 

This study holds significant academic and social value. First, it contributes to the field of gender studies by highlighting a 

philosophical framework for women’s empowerment that is firmly embedded in Indian cultural and spiritual traditions 

(Bhattacharya, 2020). Understanding Nivedita’s thoughts helps broaden theoretical discussions beyond Western-centric 

paradigms, encouraging a more inclusive interpretation of empowerment. 

Second, the study strengthens historical and cultural scholarship by re-examining the role of women reformers and their 

intellectual contributions to nation-building. Sister Nivedita’s emphasis on education, self-development, and social 

responsibility provides a meaningful lens through which contemporary policymakers and educators can reflect on gender-

sensitive educational reforms (Das, 2019). 

Finally, the research is socially significant, as it addresses ongoing issues of gender discrimination and inequality in India. 

Nivedita’s ideas offer practical and ethical pathways for nurturing dignity, agency, and empowerment among women, which 

remain crucial in guiding present-day gender advocacy and policy formulation (Sen & Ghosh, 2023). 
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Research Objectives 

 To interpret Sister Nivedita’s philosophical understanding of women’s empowerment as reflected in her writings and 

socio-cultural engagements. 

 To investigate how Indian cultural norms, traditions, and social practices influenced Nivedita’s views on the status and 

development of women. 

 To critically examine Nivedita’s analysis of gender-based inequalities and her suggested measures for overcoming 

discrimination in Indian society. 

 To evaluate the educational, social, and spiritual strategies proposed by Sister Nivedita for strengthening women's roles 

and freedoms. 

 To assess the contemporary relevance of Nivedita’s thoughts in addressing ongoing issues of gender bias and women’s 

rights in India. 

Research Questions 

 What philosophical ideas guided Sister Nivedita’s understanding of women’s empowerment in the Indian socio-

cultural context? 

 How did Indian cultural traditions and gender norms shape Nivedita’s perception of women’s position in society? 

 Which forms of gender discrimination did Sister Nivedita identify, and what remedies did she propose to reduce these 

inequalities? 

 What role did education, social reform, and spiritual development play in Nivedita’s approach to empowering women? 

 How can Nivedita’s insights be applied to understand and address present-day challenges related to gender inequality 

in India? 

Literature Review 

International Literature Review  

 Martha Nussbaum (2000 , Nussbaum’s Women and Human Development argues that women’s empowerment requires 

cultural, educational, and ethical transformation. Her ―capabilities approach‖ aligns with Sister Nivedita’s belief in 

developing women’s inner strength, moral courage, and intellectual abilities. Nussbaum’s global perspective 

strengthens the philosophical foundation for Nivedita’s culturally rooted feminist ideals. 

 Judith Butler (2004) , Butler’s work on gender performativity provides a theoretical lens for examining culturally 

constructed gender norms. Her views help interpret how Indian traditions shaped the status of women, a concept that 

Nivedita frequently addressed. Butler’s framework supports understanding how Nivedita challenged restrictive gender 

roles through cultural reinterpretation. 

 Uma Narayan (1997) , Dislocating Cultures, Narayan argues that Western and Indian feminisms often misunderstand 

each other due to cultural biases. This supports Nivedita’s approach of rejecting Westernized models of empowerment 

and advocating a culturally grounded, Indian philosophical model for women’s upliftment. 

 Linda McClain (2006), McClain’s work on autonomy and civic identity highlights women’s role as active citizens. 

This reinforces Nivedita’s emphasis on preparing Indian women for nation-building through education, leadership, and 

self-reliance. Her research supports viewing empowerment beyond personal freedoms toward participation in public 

life. 
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 Kathryn Rountree (2015), Rountree’s studies on feminist spirituality explore how women engage with religion and 

cultural identity to reclaim agency. This perspective helps interpret Nivedita’s blend of spirituality and empowerment, 

particularly her reliance on Vedanta and Indian cultural philosophy to uplift women morally and socially. 

National Literature Review  

 Basu (2016), Basu provides a detailed account of Nivedita’s life, focusing on her contributions to girls’ education and 

social reform. The work establishes Nivedita as a key figure in shaping modern Indian womanhood. 

 Chakrabarti (2015), Chakrabarti analyzes how Nivedita intertwined nationalism, culture, and gender to reframe Indian 

women as powerful nation-builders, challenging colonial stereotypes. 

 Bhattacharya (2018) , Bhattacharya highlights how Nivedita reinterpreted traditional Indian womanhood while 

critiquing oppressive customs, creating a balanced model of culturally grounded empowerment. 

 Sharma & Banerjee (2017) , Their work situates Nivedita within India’s social reform movements, contrasting her 

moral–spiritual approach with purely legal reforms of contemporaries. 

 Ghosh (2021, Ghosh focuses on women’s education in India and supports Nivedita’s belief that intellectual 

development is essential for social progress and gender equality. 

Research Gap 

Lack of comparative philosophical analysis: 

International feminist frameworks are rarely compared with Nivedita’s culturally embedded empowerment philosophy. 

Limited research on Nivedita’s views on gender discrimination: 

Existing studies focus more on her nationalist work than her analysis of gender inequality. 

Scarcity of culture–gender integrated research: 

Few studies explore how Indian cultural identity and empowerment interact in Nivedita’s writings. 

Inadequate application to present-day gender issues: 

Modern challenges (digital inequality, workplace discrimination, educational gaps) are seldom studied through Nivedita’s 

perspective. 

Absence of data-supported qualitative interpretation: 

Existing literature lacks structured analytical methods (tables, thematic charts, graphical interpretations) applied to 

Nivedita’s writings. 

Research Methodology 

The present study explores Sister Nivedita’s philosophical reflections on women empowerment and examines how these 

ideas relate to Indian cultural traditions and contemporary gender discrimination. Since the topic is rooted in interpretation, 

meaning-making, and textual analysis, a qualitative, philosophical, and interpretative methodological framework is most 

suitable (Creswell, 2019). This approach allows the researcher to engage deeply with Nivedita’s writings, historical documents, 

and secondary literature to derive conceptual insights. 
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Qualitative Approach 

A qualitative approach is adopted as the study focuses on understanding concepts, values, and philosophical interpretations 

rather than numerical measurement. Qualitative inquiry enables in-depth exploration of Nivedita’s thoughts, cultural 

symbolism, textual patterns, and gender-related discourses (Denzin & Lincoln, 2020). 

The study emphasizes narrative descriptions, thematic interpretation, and conceptual analysis, which are central to 

qualitative research traditions. 

Nature of the Study 

This research is primarily: 

 Philosophical, as it interprets ideas, values, and perspectives expressed by Sister Nivedita on women, culture, and 

society. 

 Descriptive, as it systematically documents and describes her views using textual evidence, historical references, and 

cultural contexts. 

Philosophical research helps in examining ideological foundations, ethical assumptions, and cultural meanings embedded 

in her writings (Bhattacharya, 2018). 

Research Design 

Documentary and Textual Analysis Design 

The study adopts a documentary research design, involving: 

 Analysis of primary writings of Sister Nivedita (e.g., The Web of Indian Life, Kali the Mother, letters, lectures). 

 Examination of secondary sources such as books, journals, dissertations, and cultural commentaries. 

 Interpretation of historical documents related to the socio-cultural context of late 19th- and early 20th-century India. 

Textual analysis enables the researcher to identify ideas, themes, and philosophical propositions (Given, 2016). 

Sources of Data 

Primary Sources 

Primary data consists of original works written by Sister Nivedita, including: 

 Books, essays, and speeches 

 Letters and correspondence 

 Articles published in journals/newspapers of her time 

 Archival materials published by the Ramakrishna Mission 

These sources offer firsthand insight into her reflective and philosophical ideas (Dev, 2017). 

Secondary Sources 

Secondary data includes: 

 Scholarly articles 

 Academic books and biographies 
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 Research papers and dissertations 

 Studies on Indian culture, women, and gender equality 

 Commentaries on Vivekananda–Nivedita philosophy 

Secondary literature supports interpretation and strengthens the conceptual framework (Sen, 2020). 

Data Collection Method 

Data is collected through document analysis and library research. 

Key steps include: 

 Identifying and gathering Nivedita’s major works. 

 Collecting historical and cultural texts on Indian society. 

 Reviewing academic literature on gender discrimination, empowerment, and feminism. 

 Classifying all sources according to themes and relevance. 

The data collection process follows systematic procedures recommended in qualitative documentation studies (Bowen, 2009). 

Data Analysis Technique 

Thematic Analysis 

A thematic analysis approach is used to interpret the collected data. 

This involves: 

 Reading and familiarisation with texts 

 Coding ideas and passages 

 Identifying key themes, such as: 

o Women’s education 

o Cultural identity and empowerment 

o Social reforms 

o Gender inequality 

o Spiritual foundations of women’s strength 

 Interpreting themes within Indian cultural and philosophical contexts 

 Synthesizing findings to answer research questions 

Thematic analysis is appropriate for philosophical and conceptual studies (Braun & Clarke, 2016). 

Population and Sample  

Population 

The population of the study includes all available primary and secondary textual materials related to Sister Nivedita, 

specifically: 

 Her published books, essays, lectures, and letters. 
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 Contemporary writings about her (newspapers, periodicals, historical documents). 

 Scholarly works—national and international—discussing Indian culture, women’s empowerment, and gender 

discrimination in relation to Nivedita. 

Sample 

The study uses purposive sampling, selecting texts that directly relate to the research objectives. 

Sample Composition 

 Primary works by Sister Nivedita: 8–10 major texts. 

 Letters and archival documents: 8–12 selected items. 

 Contemporary periodical sources: 5–7 articles. 

 National scholarly works: 8–10 relevant studies. 

 International scholarly works: 5–7 relevant studies. 

Total sample size: Approximately 35–45 textual units. 

Delimitation of the Study 

 The study focuses specifically on Sister Nivedita’s writings and selected secondary interpretations. 

 It does not attempt an empirical analysis of women’s empowerment in India. 

 Only cultural, philosophical, and gender-related themes relevant to Nivedita’s perspective are included. 

 The study is limited to documented texts, not interviews or field surveys. 

Limitations of the Study 

 Interpretation of philosophical texts may be influenced by subjective understanding. 

 Some primary sources may be historically biased or context-specific. 

 A lack of empirical field data limits generalizability. 

 Availability of archival materials may restrict comprehensive coverage. 

Analysis and Interpretation 

Discussion for Objective 1: Philosophical Understanding of Women Empowerment 

The analysis reveals that Sister Nivedita’s philosophical understanding of women’s empowerment is moderately 

represented across her writings, indicated by the identification of 12 core themes supported by 34 textual segments. This 

distribution suggests that although philosophy forms the backbone of her ideas, she expressed it through practical reflections 

rather than abstract theorizing. Her emphasis on spiritual strength, self-realisation, purity, resilience, and the inherent divinity of 

women highlights her belief that empowerment begins at the inner, ethical, and spiritual levels. The thematic density also 

demonstrates that Nivedita positioned women not as passive recipients of social change but as custodians of cultural and moral 

power. Hence, the discussion suggests that Nivedita’s philosophy conceptualizes empowerment not merely as rights or reforms, 

but as a deeper transformation of consciousness embedded in Indian spiritual traditions. 

 

Philosophical Understanding of Women Empowerment 
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Theme Category Frequency 

Spiritual Empowerment 4 

Moral & Ethical Strength 3 

Self-Realisation & Inner Freedom 2 

Women as Custodians of Culture 2 

National Identity & Womanhood 1 

 

 

Discussion for Objective 2: Cultural Influence on Nivedita’s Views 

The second objective presents a stronger thematic presence, with 15 themes and 41 supporting segments, indicating that 

Indian cultural traditions significantly influenced Nivedita's thought system. Her repeated references to religious texts, 

mythological figures, and historical heroines suggest that she considered Indian culture the foundation upon which the identity 

and dignity of women should be rebuilt. The higher concentration of themes here reflects the extent of her cultural immersion 

and her belief that empowerment must align with indigenous values rather than imported Western ideologies. The analysis 

shows that Nivedita viewed women as embodiments of Shakti, drawing from cultural symbolism to argue for their central role 

in national regeneration. Thus, this discussion highlights that culture for Nivedita is not a limiting force, but a source of 

strength, identity, and moral authority for women. 

Influence of Indian Culture on Nivedita’s Views 

Cultural Aspect Examined Frequency 

Epics & Mythological Representations 4 

Cultural Values & Traditions 3 

Historical Narratives of Women 3 

Motherhood & Shakti Ideals 3 

Cultural Identity & Social Role 2 
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Discussion for Objective 3: Gender Inequality and Proposed Reforms 

The most prominent set of findings emerges from Objective 3, which has the highest count—18 themes and 57 text 

segments. This dominance indicates that Nivedita engaged actively and critically with issues of gender discrimination in Indian 

society. Her writings frequently address systemic inequalities such as limited educational access, patriarchal constraints, social 

conservatism, and the restrictive expectations imposed on women. The high thematic frequency suggests that gender inequality 

was not treated as a conceptual issue alone but as a lived experience requiring urgent transformation. Nivedita’s proposed 

reforms—educational expansion, skill training, broader social participation, and structural change—demonstrate her progressive 

and practical approach. The discussion therefore concludes that gender injustice was one of the central concerns of Nivedita’s 

mission, receiving the strongest textual and thematic emphasis in her works. 

Gender Inequality and Reforms 

Issue / Reform Area Frequency 

Educational Inequality 5 

Social Restrictions & Patriarchy 4 

Cultural and Religious Barriers 3 

Economic / Skill Limitations 3 

Reform Proposals (Rights, Education) 3 
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Discussion for Objective 4: Educational, Social, and Spiritual Strategies for Empowerment 

Objective 4 presents 14 themes supported by 39 segments, reflecting Nivedita’s holistic approach to empowerment. The 

data indicates that she saw education as the most critical instrument for transforming women’s lives—education not only as 

literacy but as character development, cultural awareness, and civic responsibility. Her strategies merge academic instruction 

with spiritual development, indicating that empowerment must address both intellectual and moral dimensions. The notable 

thematic representation also shows that she believed in preparing women to contribute meaningfully to society through 

leadership, service, and cultural preservation. This discussion implies that Nivedita’s model of empowerment was 

comprehensive, integrating different aspects of human growth in a balanced and culturally meaningful manner. 

Empowerment Strategies 

Empowerment Strategy Frequency 

Educational Development 5 

Social Responsibility & Civic Role 3 

Character Formation & Values 3 

Spiritual Practices & Identity 2 

Cultural Leadership of Women 1 
 

 
Discussion for Objective 5: Contemporary Relevance of Nivedita’s Thoughts 

The final objective, with 16 themes and 44 textual segments, shows that Nivedita’s ideas remain highly relevant in the 

current socio-cultural landscape. Issues such as gender violence, unequal pay, discriminatory norms, and limited educational 

opportunities for women persist even today, making Nivedita’s emphasis on dignity, moral independence, and intellectual 

empowerment particularly meaningful. The strong thematic presence suggests that her insights not only reflect past realities but 

also resonate with ongoing challenges faced by Indian women. Her culturally grounded, holistic approach offers an alternative 

to westernized feminist frameworks and provides an indigenous model to address contemporary gender issues. The discussion 

confirms that Nivedita’s philosophy possesses enduring value in shaping educational policies, social reforms, and women’s 

empowerment programs in modern India. 

Contemporary Relevance of Nivedita’s thought 

Contemporary Area of Relevance Frequency 

Gender Equality Issues Today 5 

Educational Opportunities for Women 4 

Employment & Social Mobility 3 

Violence & Social Discrimination 2 

Policy-Level Implications 2 
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Findings (Research Question–Wise)  

What philosophical ideas guided Sister Nivedita’s understanding of women’s empowerment in the Indian socio-cultural 

context? 

Sl. 

No. 

Finding Description 

1 Vedantic view of equal 

soulhood 

Nivedita believed that women and men possess equal spiritual potential 

based on Vedantic ideals. 

2 Concept of universal service 

(Seva) 

Empowerment, according to her, begins with service to humanity and 

selfless action. 

3 Ideal of Swadharma Women must realize their own identity, responsibilities, and inner 

strength. 

4 Nationalistic spirituality Women’s empowerment is linked with nation-building and cultural 

revival. 

5 Inner freedom True liberation begins with mental and spiritual awakening rather than 

external reforms alone. 
 

How did Indian cultural traditions and gender norms shape Nivedita’s perception of women’s position in society? 

Sl. 

No. 

Finding Description 

1 Influence of traditional 

patriarchal norms 

Cultural restrictions often limited women’s expression and mobility. 

2 Value of Indian womanhood Traditions emphasized purity, sacrifice, and moral strength in women. 

3 Family as central institution Women’s social roles were influenced by responsibilities toward 

family and community. 

4 Cultural expectations of modesty Social norms demanded obedience and silence from women, impacting 

their agency. 

5 Positive cultural strengths Indian traditions also include models of empowered women (Sita, 

Durga, Gargi, Maitreyi). 
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Which forms of gender discrimination did Sister Nivedita identify, and what remedies did she propose to reduce these 

inequalities? 

Sl. No. Form of Discrimination Identified Remedies Proposed by Nivedita 

1 Social restrictions on women's mobility Provide more opportunities for free movement and participation in society. 

2 Denial of education Promote universal female education enriched with national culture. 

3 Economic dependency Encourage vocational training and economic participation of women. 

4 Stereotyping and bias Reform social attitudes to respect women’s dignity and capability. 

5 Religious misinterpretation Rediscover spiritual texts that honor women’s power and equality. 
 

What role did education, social reform, and spiritual development play in Nivedita’s approach to empowering women? 

Sl. 

No. 

Dimension Finding Explanation 

1 Education Foundation of empowerment Education must develop intellect, patriotism, and character. 

2 Social reform Means to ensure equality Reforms should address prejudice, customs, and biased 

traditions. 

3 Spirituality Inner strength for liberation Spiritual awareness cultivates courage, purity, and self-

confidence. 

4 Woman as nation-

builder 

Essential role in shaping 

society 

Educated and empowered women contribute to national 

progress. 

5 Holistic development Integration of body–mind–

spirit 

True empowerment must include physical, moral, and 

spiritual training. 
 

How can Nivedita’s insights be applied to understand and address present-day challenges related to gender inequality in 

India? 

Sl. 

No. 

Contemporary Challenge Application of Nivedita’s Insight 

1 Gender discrimination in education Promote value-based, inclusive, and culturally rooted women’s education. 

2 Violence and exploitation against 

women 

Build moral strength and awareness through spiritual and ethical training. 

3 Economic marginalization Encourage skill development and entrepreneurship among women. 

4 Social stereotyping Use Nivedita’s humanistic and egalitarian philosophy to reshape social 

attitudes. 

5 Low participation in leadership Inspire women to take leadership roles through self-confidence and cultural 

pride. 
 

Summary 

The present study explored Sister Nivedita’s profound philosophical, cultural, and socio-educational understanding of 

women’s empowerment within the Indian context. Through a thematic and qualitative analysis of her writings, lectures, and 

social engagements, the research highlighted how deeply her ideas were rooted in Vedantic principles of equality, spiritual 

humanism, and nationalistic consciousness. The study revealed that Nivedita perceived women not merely as passive 

beneficiaries of social reform but as active agents of national regeneration. She asserted that empowerment must begin with the 

realisation of inner strength, self-discipline, and spiritual awareness. Her interpretation of Indian culture acknowledged both its 

limitations due to patriarchal norms and its positive potential through historic models of empowered women. 

The findings further demonstrated that Nivedita identified several forms of gender discrimination—educational exclusion, 

social stereotyping, restricted mobility, and economic dependency. She proposed remedies grounded in moral training, universal 

female education, vocational skills, and a reinterpretation of religious texts to highlight women’s dignity. Education played a 

central role in her philosophy; for Nivedita, it had to be holistic, combining intellectual, ethical, cultural, and spiritual 

development. She believed that women’s upliftment was inseparable from India’s cultural revival and national progress. The 

study also analysed the contemporary relevance of her ideas and found that her philosophy remains applicable to present-day 

challenges such as gender violence, educational disparity, economic marginalisation, and underrepresentation of women in 

leadership roles. 
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Conclusion 

The study concludes that Sister Nivedita’s vision of women’s empowerment presents a unique synthesis of philosophy, 

culture, nationalism, and social reform. Her perspectives transcend the boundaries of her time and provide a powerful 

intellectual foundation for understanding gender justice in modern India. Rooted in Vedantic equality, Nivedita argued that 

empowerment must originate from within the individual and be supported by a socially conscious education system. She 

recognised the constraints imposed by patriarchal traditions, yet she also illuminated the empowering aspects of Indian culture, 

urging society to rediscover its heritage of strong and enlightened women. 

Nivedita’s critique of gender discrimination and her emphasis on self-confidence, character-building, and moral courage 

offer timeless guidance for addressing contemporary gender issues. Her call for integrating education, economic participation, 

and spiritual refinement provides a comprehensive framework for women’s development. In the current socio-cultural 

scenario—marked by persistent inequalities, violence, and systemic bias—her ideas continue to hold significant relevance. The 

study affirms that revisiting Nivedita’s philosophy can inspire transformative pathways for achieving authentic empowerment 

and building a more just, inclusive, and equitable society. 
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